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Des Moines Neighbors Monthly Meeting  

When: Thursday March 26, 2009 7:00pm  

Where: Mickle Neighborhood Resource Center, 1620 Pleasant Street  

Guest Speaker: Marcie Rafdal    

Community Services Administrator ñCity of Des Moines  

Topic: Community Action Programs  

Do You Know An Outstanding Neighborhood Supporter?Do You Know An Outstanding Neighborhood Supporter?Do You Know An Outstanding Neighborhood Supporter?   

Alice Rodine Recognition Awards & PotluckAlice Rodine Recognition Awards & PotluckAlice Rodine Recognition Awards & Potluck   
The Annual Des Moines Neighbors Alice Rodine Recognition Awards and potluck is a time to spotlight those  

wonderful supporters of your neighborhoods!  As the winter fades away and spring begins to bloom, it reminds us of 

the great volunteers in our community and their admirable contributions.   

Des Moines Neighbors Alice Rodine Annual Recognition Awards and Potluck: 

When:  Thursday April 23, 2009  Food at 6:00pm and Program at 6:30pm 

Where: Robert W. Mickle Neighborhood Resource Center 1620 

Des Moines Neighbors is currently soliciting  nominations from neighborhood associations for the following three 

award categories:  

Des Moines citizen volunteer who has demonstrated outstanding leadership in service to the community. 

Des Moines City employee who has demonstrated outstanding leadership in service to the community. 

A Des Moines business that has demonstrated outstanding leadership in service to the community.  

      Please  find the nomination form on page 7 of this newsletter.  

           Return instructions can be found on the nomination form. 

Are You Ready to Lead? 
Des Moines Neighbors is currently seeking a dedicated 

neighborhood advocate to be seated as the Board  

Secretary. 

For more information or if you are interested please  

contact Board President Cindy Christian. 

Des Moines Neighbors Board of Directors:  

Chair    Vice Chair          Treasurer  At-Large                       At-Large     At-Large 

Cindy Christian  Ed Conlow          Jeff Johannsen Brian Millard               Lynn Cutshall                     Harlan Donaldson 

Sniklfritz30@hotmail.com    econlow@mchsi.com     jjohan1664@aol.com bmillard@aol.com      lcutshall@hotmail.com        valleyhighpresident@yahoo.com 

556-6296 (cell)  255-3044 (home)         280-6071(home) 201-8627                  255-3367 (home)               263-4922 (home) 

Secretary 

Open 

Alice Rodine Dinner 2008 
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       Around the Neighborhood Resource Office  

Notes from the Staff  
Kimberly Hansenð Executive Director  

khansen@dmneighborhoodresources.org       (515)288-2785 

Remember to turn in your Neighborhood Needs Survey! This survey has been de-

signed to give us specific feedback on what your neighborhood association needs to build capacity. With the information we re-

ceive from the surveys, we can better allocate staff time and resources.  

Sign up for our Neighborhood Leadership classes that are held at Des Moines Area Community College! The elective classes are 

geared towards helping you develop the skills and techniques to build more participation in your neighborhood association. If you 

are not able to attend, find someone else in your neighborhood to attend! Spring classes run until May 7th. Remember - Network-

ing in your neighborhood is important!  

Shallee Keenanð Program Coordinator 

skeenan@dmneighborhoodresources.org 

(515)280-1807  

As a number of summer events are becoming finalized. 

I am beginning to realize the immense amount of hard 

work that the volunteers of our 52 Neighborhood Asso-

ciations in Des Moines put into their events. 

 

I have been working hard to fill my schedule with 

neighborhood events, including scheduling ComNet 

surveys in neighborhoods throughout the city.  We are 

looking to include a wide range of neighborhoods in 

this summerõs surveys so if your association is inter-

ested, or for more information please feel free to give 

me call.  

 
Working hard to promote the Neighborhood Resident 

Leadership Classes has also been very important.  

These classes are the perfect opportunity for neighbor-

hood leaders to discuss and learn from the difficult 

situations that arise in all neighborhoods. From en-

couraging and recruiting new volunteers to raising 

money through fundraisers and grant writing. 
I am available 8:00-5:00pm Monday-Friday and on 

weekends if necessary to discuss what we can do to 

help your neighborhood achieve their goals, whatever 

they may be. 

I wish you all the best of luck in your Spring and Sum-

mer event planning. 

Robin Hamelð Thrivent Builds Neighborhoods  

Program Manager 

rhamel@dmneighborhoodresources.org  

(515)280-1614  

Both King Irving and Mondamin Presidential are gearing up 

for a spring and summer packed full of Thrivent Builds 

Neighborhoods activities.  Starting in April, there will be a six 

week money management series and Job Skill workshops 

available in the TBN area. We have a young adult job fair at 

the John R. Grubb YMCA on May 6th, and the King Irving Pan-

cake Breakfast and Evelyn K. Davis Park Rededication on 

May 30th.   

The residents will be working hard on our first Habitat Block 

Clean up day on May 9th on Mondamin Avenue.  Both 

neighborhoods will be participating in the Juneteenth event at 

Evelyn K. Davis Park June 20th with the goal of getting more 

folks involved in the neighborhood associations.  Positive 

change is happening in King Irving and Mondamin with more 

new construction and rehabs planned for spring and summer 

thanks to our coalition members, CHDC, HOME Inc, NFC and 

Habitat for Humanity. Our housing outreach worker, Shelly 

Bernholtz has been busy getting people in the process of ap-

plying for low interest home repair loans.  All the TBN Coali-

tion members have been working hard to make this project a 

success. 

Des Moines Neighborhood Resource Office  

General Hours of Operation  
Mondayï Friday : 8:00am to 5:00pm 

Saturday-Sunday: Closed 

Hours may vary   

Please call to schedule an appointment. 

NRO Board of Directors  

Chair:                  Vice Chair:                                  Treasurer:                         Secretary           At-Large              At-Large  

Angela Connolly                      Larry James Jr.   Kirk Irwin                            Cindy Christian      Ed Conlow             Preston Daniels 

Polk Co. Board of Supervisors  Dickinson, Mackaman,Tyler & Hagen, P.C.   Greater DM Partnership CAO   DMN/ACCENT       DMN/Waveland Park   Employee & Family Resources 

At-Large   At-Large     At-Large                At-Large          Ex-Officio  

Jeff Johanson  Mike Kiernan    Dr. Victor Raymond              Tim Hielkema        Larry Hulse  

DMN/Downtown  DSM City Council At-Large   DMACC/ISU Instructor           NRB         Community Development Director 
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Is Your Neighborhood Having Trouble Recruiting New Volunteers? 

Networking in Neighborhoods  

A common issue occurring with neighborhood associations across the city is the recruitment and  

sustainability of dedicated new volunteers.  Your neighborhood association is not alone in trying to 

solve this problem.   

The solution could be right in front of you ! 
Please join us at the NRLC Networking in Neighborhoods  class, April 14th & 16th 7:00-9:00pm, 

and learn how to effectively enhance volunteer recruitment efforts in YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD !   

 

For more information and to register please call the Neighborhood Resource Office at 515 -280-1807. 

Scholarships are available to individuals in low ðmoderate income neighborhoods and based on  

individual circumstances.  

 Discover How To: 

Communicate for Results 

Lead Through Conflict and Change 

Learn Team Building Skills and  

    Strategies 

To check eligibility for scholarship call the Neighborhood Resource office at (515) 280-1807. 

Forest Avenue Site Office movedé 

Community Services Community Services Community Services    

Site Office on Sixth Site Office on Sixth Site Office on Sixth    
Cordially Invites You 

To an Open House  
Where:  1618 6th Avenue 

When: Thursday, March 26, 2009 
Time:  3:00 p.m. ð 5:00 p.m. 
Join us for refreshments as you tour and earn more 

about the Des Moines  

Community Action Agency  

ComNet Neighborhood Survey  

Does Your Neighborhood Need of a 

Face Lift on Areas in the Public Right 

Away?  

A ComNet Survey can help!  
 

Please contact the Neighborhood Resource 

Office for more  

information regarding 

what ComNet is and how 

it can help with your 

neighborhood  

beautification goals!  

Raise your Hand Take the Lead! 

Spring 2009 Neighborhood Resident Leadership Classes 



 City of Des Moines 2009 SCRUB Reminder  

Your Neighborhood SCRUB Days should be scheduled soon! 
Metro  Waste Authority (MWA) Transfer Station  
4198 Delaware Avenue  
 
MWA Compost Park   1601 Harriett Street .  

 

A map showing the facilities can be found at the following ad-

dress:  http://www.ci.des-moines.ia.us/departments/PW/

scrub/2007SCRUBMap.pdf  

Guidelines: 

Residents of Des Moines Only 

Hours: 7:00AMð Noon 

MWAõs Metro Transfer Station/Metro Compost Center Hours: 

7:00am-2:00pm 

No Commercial Haulers 

SCRUB items ONLY: trash containers, 

general trash including furniture, lawn 

mowers without fluids, televisions, com-

puters, tires (any size on or off rim),  

Appliancesð no charge (PILOT PRO-

GRAM), Air conditioners, refrigerators, 

freezers, microwaves, dehumidifiers, fur-

naces, stove, washers, dryers, dishwashers, water heaters, etc. 
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Waveland Park  

Neighborhood  

Association 

EGG HUNT 

Saturday, April 11, 2009 

10:00am 
Hubbell Elementary  

playground & Roosevelt Athletic 

Complex 
Enter at the playground blacktop and volun-
teers will direct children to one of three areas 
based on age. Bring a bag or basket and be 
on time ð the hunt starts at exactly 10 a.m., 
rain or shine!  

 

 
Did you know?  

As an Iowa Based Company, Diamond Vogel 
paints is partnering with Keep Iowa beautiful 
to provide paint to a variety of public service 

projects throughout the State of Iowa.  
 

If your Neighborhood Association or  

Community group has a beautification project 

that could use some paint contact  

Keep Iowa Beautiful for details on having your 

project considered.  

Keep Iowa Beautiful  

300 East Locust Street ð Suite 100  

Des Moines, IA 50309  

515-323-6507     

 www.keepiowabeautiful.com 
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to go with them 

�'�H�V���0�R�L�Q�H�V�·���3�D�U�N���6�\�V�W�H�P���Z�D�V���E�H�J�X�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V���E�\���D��
group of visionary citizen activists.  Their goal-to provide the 

public with leisure activities and beauty.   

 

More than 100 years later, active citizen stewards are still 

working to enhance and ensure the quality of life in Des 

Moines.  Friends of Des Moines Parks is building a strong 

and unified coalition that advocates for parks, greenways 

and recreational programming for all of our citizens. 

 

It takes people like those involved with the Friends of Des 

Moines Parks�² and YOU�² to make sure one of the coun-

�W�U�\�·�V���E�H�V�W���S�D�U�N���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���L�V���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H��

�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���J�U�H�D�W���F�L�W�L�H�V���Q�H�H�G���J�U�H�D�W���S�D�U�N�V�«�����$�Q�G��

friends to go with them! 

For More Information visit 

 www.friends of parks.org  

     call 515-287-2700 

http://www.ci.des-moines.ia.us/departments/PW/scrub/2007SCRUBMap.pdfC:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Valued%20Customer\My%20Documents\07PoliceChiefNotes
http://www.ci.des-moines.ia.us/departments/PW/scrub/2007SCRUBMap.pdfC:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Valued%20Customer\My%20Documents\07PoliceChiefNotes

